RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MORPETH 


for  the  Year 


ANNUAL  REPORT 


of  the 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 

for  1954. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Morpeth 
Rural  District  Council. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  report  for  the  year  1954. 

The  vital  statistics  remain  satisfactory.  The  infantile  mortality  rate  of  13-75  per  1,000  live 
births  is  the  lowest  ever  recorded  in  the  district  and  compares  very  favourably  with  the  rate  of  25-5 
for  the  country  as  a  whole.  The  birth  rate,  neonatal  mortality  and  tuberculosis  mortality  rates  are  all 
better  than  the  average  rates  for  England  and  V7ales.  The  general  death  rate  has  risen,  however, 
and  is  slightly  higher  than  the  national  rate.  There  is  no  single  reason  for  this,  since  the  main  in¬ 
crease  in  deaths  comes  under  the  heading  ‘Other  Defined  and  Ill  Defined  Diseases’  on  the  Reg¬ 

istrar-General’s  Short  List. 

Excellent  progress  was  made  during  the  year  at  East  Chevington  where  a  further  120  houses 

had  improved  amenities  provided  and  roads  were  made  up. 

Apart  from  this  there  is  no  event  of  outstanding  importance  on  which  to  comment. 

The  housing  shortage  continues  and  adequate  housing,  including  the  clearance  of  insanitary 
properties  and  the  provision  of  suitable,  hygienic  living  conditions  for  all  families,  remains  the 
greatest  need  of  the  community. 

I  have  to  thank  members  of  the  Council  for  the  consideration  they  have  shown  me  and  to 
express  my  appreciation  of  the  work  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  and  of  the  help  I  have  received 
from  the  staffs  of  the  various  Council  departments. 

I  am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

C.  B.  McGREGOR, 

M.B.,  D.P.H. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
Rural  District  of  Morpeth. 
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SECTION  A 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 

Morpeth  Rural  District  has  an  area  of  79,193  acres  or  almost  125  square  miles. 

The  chief  industries  are  coal  mining  and  agriculture.  The  former  is  carried  out  at  6  collieries, 
viz.  Pegswood,  Lynemouth,  Ellington,  Linton,  Stobswood  and  Broomhill  and  at  several  large  open 
cast  coal  sites,  all  situated  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  district. 

The  western,  purely  rural  part  of  the  district  is  sparsely  populated  and  agriculture  provides 
employment  for  most  of  the  working  population. 

The  bulk  of  the  farming  consists  of  stock  rearing  but  there  are  several  large  dairy  herds  and 
some  arable  land. 

Area  in  Acres  .  .  79.193 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  Resident  Population  mid-1954  .  18,000 

Rateable  Value  . ' .  £81,059 

One  Penny  Rate  Produces  .  £315.1  Is. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1954)  .  4.955 


VITAL  STATISTICS 
BIRTHS 

Live  Births  :  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  282  159  123 

Illegitimate  .  9  4  5 

291  163  128 


Crude  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  .  1617 

Standard  Birth  Rate  (Crude  Birth  Rate  x  Comparability  Factor  1  05)  .  16  98 

Still  Births  :  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  3  2  1 

Rate  per  1,000  (Live  and  Still)  Births  .  10-204 

Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  .  0-17 

DEATHS 

Total  Male  Female 
181  109  72 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  . „ .  1006 

Standard  Death  Rate  (Crude  Death  Rate  x  Comparability  Factor  M2)  .  11-69 

Deaths  from  Pregnancy,  Childbirth  and  Abortion  (Heading  30  of  the  Registrar-General’s 

Short  List)  .  3 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per  1,000  total  (Live  and  Still)  Births  .  3-40 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  4  weeks  : 

Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  .  3  1  2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 

All  Infants  per  1,000  live  births  .  13-75 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  .  3418 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  .  36 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages)  .  Nil 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years)  .  Nil 


The  Registrar-General  supplies  the  following  : 

CAUSES  OF  DEATH,  1954 


1.  Tuberculosis,  Respiratory  . 

2.  Tuberculosis  (other  forms)  . 

3.  Syphilitic  Disease  . 

4.  Diphtheria  . 

5.  Whooping  Cough  . 

6.  Meningococcal  infections  . 

7.  Acute  Poliomyelitis  . 

8.  Measles  . 

9.  Other  Infective  and  Parasitic  Diseases  . 

10.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  stomach  . 

11.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . 

12.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  breast  . 

13.  Malignant  Neoplasm,  uterus  . 

14.  Other  Malignant  and  Lymphatic  Neoplasms 

15.  Leukaemia,  Aleukaemia  . 

16.  D.abetes  . 

17.  Vascular  Lesions  of  Nervous  System  . 

18.  Coronary  Disease,  Angina  . 

19.  Hypertension  with  Heart  Disease  . 

20.  Other  Heart  Diseases  . 

21.  Other  Circulatory  Diseases  . 

22.  Influenza  . 

23.  Pneumonia  . 

24.  Bronchitis  . 

25.  Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory  System  . 

26.  Ulcer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum  . 

27.  Gastritis,  Enteritis  and  Diarrhoea  . 

28.  Nephritis  and  Nephrosis  . 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate  . 

30.  Pregnancy,  Childbirth,  Abortion  . 

31.  Congenital  Malformations  . 

32.  Other  Defined  and  Ill-defined  Diseases  . 

33.  Motor  Vehicle  Accidents  . 

34.  All  other  Accidents  . 

35.  Suicide  . 

36.  Homicide  and  Operations  of  War  . 


Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year  : 

Legitimate  . 

Illegitimate  . 


Male  Female 
1  — 


— 

— 

4 

5 

4 

1 

— 
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3 

13 

4 

17 

6 

20 

8 
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2 

16 

8 

1 

2 

1 

3 

4 

4 

2 

1 

2 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

13 

13 

— 

2 

4 

4 

2 

— 

109 

72 

Male 

Female 

2 

2 

2 

2 

CHIEF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  IN  THE  MORPETH  RURAL  DISTRICT 


Diseases  of  the  Heart  and  Circulation  . 

Malignant  Neoplasms  . 

Vascular  Lesions  of  the  Nervous  System 

Diseases  of  the  Respiratory  System  . 

Accidents  (including  Road'  Accidents) 


Total  No. 

%  of  Total 

59 

32-6 

36 

19-89 

23 

12-71 

16 

8-84 

10 

5-52 

144 

79-56 

Deaths 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY,  1954. 


Cause  of  Death 

Under  1-6 

1  clay  days 

1  -  2  2  -  3  3  -4 

week  weeks  weeks 

Total  1-2  3-5 

under  mths  mths 

1  month 

6  -  8 
mths 

9  -  11 
months 

Total 

1  -  11 
months 

Total 

under 

1  year 

Congenital  Abnormality  . 

—  — 

—  —  — 

—  —  — 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Prematurity  . 

3  — 

-  -  - 

— 

— 

— 

3 

3  — 

5  —  — 

1 

— 

1 

4 

The  following  table  shows  the  comparative  Mortality  Rate  during  the  past  ten  years  : 

1945  1946  1947  1948  1949  1950  1951  1952  1953  1954 

—  2  3  —  1  1  l  —  — 

16  13  12  13  7  12  10  7  5  4 

55.56  42.07  37.62  40.60  21.87  40.26  38.02  24.22  16  45  13  75 


Enteritis  under  2  years  . 

infantile  Deaths  under  1  year 
Infantile  Mortality  . 


SECTION  E 


GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES 


These  are  provided  by  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service  in  the  Laboratory  situated  at 
Newcastle  General  Hospital.  The  extent  to  which  the  facilities  have  been  utilised  is  shown  below  : 

Specimen  sent  by  Specimen  Pos  Neg. 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Chest  Physician  .  Sputum  for  B.  Tuberculosis  .  7  83 

General  Practitioners  .  „  „  .  2  7 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  „  „  .  —  25 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Gastric  Contents  for  Tuberculosis  ...  1  2 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Faeces  for  Tuberculosis  .  —  5 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician 

General  Practitioners  . 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  . . 


Faeces  for  the  Enteric,  Dysentery  and 
Food  Poisoning  Group  of  Organisms 


9  9 


99 


4 

6 

21 


11 

13 

29 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  . .  Faeces  for  Staphylococci  .  2  4 

General  Practitioner  .  „  „  .  —  1 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Urine  for  Pathogenic  Organisms  .  5  6 

General  Practitioners  .  ,,  „  2  1 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  .  ,,  „  —  2 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Swabs  for  Vincent's  Angina  .  —  25 

General  Practitioners  .  „  „  1  11 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Swabs  for  Haemolytic  Streptococci  ...  22  18 

General  Practitioners  .  „  „  .  7  12 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Swabs  for  C.  Diphtheriae  .  1 

General  Practitioners  .  ,,  „  .  — 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Swab  for  Coliform  Organisms  .  1 

General  Practitioner  . .  „  „  .  1 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Swab  for  Cl.  Welchii  .  1 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician  .  Swab  for  B.  Proteus  .  1 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician 
General  Practitioners  . 


Swab  for  Staphylococci  .  7 

»»  .  5 


32 

17 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician 
General  Practitioner  . 

General  Practioner  . 


Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician 
General  Practitioner  . 

Regional  Hospital  Board  Physician 

Sanitary  Inspector  . 


Swab  for  Gonococci  . —  f 

»  »  .  —  1 

Swab  for  Organisms  of  the  Neisseria 

Group  .  1 

Blood  for  Paul  Bunnell  Test  .  1 

”  .  • —  1 

Faeces  for  Occult  Blood  .  2  — 

Tinned  Cream  for  Pathogenic  Organ¬ 
isms  .  —  f 


AMBULANCE  FACILITIES 


The  ambulance  service  is  provided  by  Northumberland  County  Council.  Three  ambulances 
are  stationed  at  Broomhill,  where  garage  accommodation  in  the  Colliery  yard  is  rented  from  the 
National  Coal  Board.  There  are  three  drivers  employed  here,  and  the  area  served  includes  the 
north-eastern  part  of  Morpeth  Rural  District,  the  Amble  Urban  District  and  part  of  the  Alnwick 
Rural  District. 

The  Linton,  Ellington  and  Lynemouth  areas  are  served  mainly  by  ambulances  stationed  in 
Ashington,  and  the  remaining  parts  of  the  Rural  District  by  ambulances  stationed  in  Morpeth. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME 

The  domiciliary  nursing  service  is  provided  by  the  County  Council  and  nurse-midwives  are 
stationed  as  follows  : 

Scotsgap  1  ;  Meldon  1  ;  Felton  1  ;  Broomhill  2  ;  Widdrington  1  ;  Lynemouth  1. 

Pegswood,  Longhirst,  Mitford  and  Hepscott  districts  are  served  by  three  nurse-midwives 
based  in  Morpeth. 

CLINICS 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council,  and  clinics  are 
held  as  follows  : 

Infant  Welfare  Clinics  : 

Acklington  (Aerodrome)  alternate  Tuesday  afternoons. 

Cambo,  Village  Hall,  Thursday  1.30 — 4  p.m.  at  4-weekly  intervals. 

Linton,  Miners'  Welfare,  alternate  Fridays,  9.30  a.m. — 12  noon. 

Longhorsley,  Rose  Cottage,  Tuesday,  1.30 — 4  p.m.  at  4-weekly  intervals. 

Lynemouth,  Methodist  Church  Hall,  alternate  Tuesdays  9.30  a.m. — 12  noon  and  1.30 _ 4  p.m. 

Pegswood,  Miners’  Welfare  Hall,  alternate  Tuesdays  9.30  a.m. — 12  noon  and  1.30 — 4  p.m. 

Red  Row,  Parish  Hall,  every  Wednesday  9.30  a.m. — 12  noon  and  1.30 — 4  p.m. 

Widdrington  Social  Club,  every  Thursday  1.30  p.m. — 4  p.m. 

Toddlers’  Clinics  : 

Red  Row,  Parish  Hall,  Wednesday  9.30  a.m.— 12  noon  at  4-weekly  intervals. 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  : 

Lynemouth,  Methodist  Church  Hall,  Tuesday  1.30 — 4  p.m.  at  4-weekly  intervals. 

Red  Row,  Parish  Hall,  Wednesday  9.30  a.m. — 12  noon  at  4-weekly  intervals. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics : 

Lynemouth  Methodist  Church  Hall,  Tuesday  1.30 — 4  p.m.  at  4-weekly  intervals. 

Acklington  (Aerodrome),  Tuesday  afternoons  at  4-weekly  intervals. 


SECTION  C 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 


WATER  SUPPLIES 

The  main  sources  of  water  supply  and  methods  of  distribution  and  supply  remained  substan¬ 
tially  as  detailed  in  the  Annual  Report  for  1953  except  at  East  Chevington  where  the  work  of  carry¬ 
ing  out  improvements  continued  in  Hartside  Terrace  ;  33  houses  were  provided  with  wash-up  sinks 
and  internal  taps,  and  in  Simonside  Terrace  87  houses  had  similar  services  installed. 

WATER  SAMPLES 


Thirty-three  samples  of  water  were  taken  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory, 
Westgate  Road,  Newcastle,  for  bacteriological  examination. 


The  bacteriological  results  are  as  follows  : 


Date. 


1. 

25.  5.54 

Well. 

2. 

25.  5.54 

Tap 

3.' 

25.  5.54 

Well. 

4. 

25.  5.54 

Tap. 

5. 

8.  6.54 

Tap. 

6. 

8.  6.54 

Pump 

7. 

22.  6.54 

Tap. 

8. 

22.  6.54 

Tap. 

9. 

22.  6.54 

Tap. 

10. 

22.  6.54 

Tap. 

11. 

6.  7.54 

12. 

6.  7.54 

Tap. 

13. 

6.  7.54 

Tap. 

14. 

6.  7.54 

Tap. 

15. 

13.  7.54 

16. 

1.  9.54 

17. 

1.  9.54 

Tap. 

18. 

28.  9.54 

Tap. 

19. 

28.  9.54 

Tap. 

20. 

28.  9.54 

Tap. 

21. 

28.  9.54 

Tap. 

22. 

5.10.54 

23.' 

5.10.54 

Well. 

24. 

12.10.54 

Tap. 

25. 

19.10.54 

Stand 

26. 

26.10.64 

Well. 

27. 

26.10.54 

Tap. 

28. 

2.11.54 

Tap. 

29. 

2.11.54 

Tap. 

30. 

16.11.54 

Tap. 

31. 

16.11.54 

32. 

16.11.54 

33. 

16.11.54 

Tap. 

Place  of  Collection. 

Lane  House  Farm,  Meldon  . 

Meldon  Village  (Shallow  Well)  . 

Station  House,  Meldon  (Shallow  Weil)  . 

North  Side,  Meldon  (Spring)  . 

Vicarage,  Meldon  (Shallow  Well)  . 

Vicarage,  Meldon  (Shallow  Well)  . 

High  Angerton  (Land  Spring)  . 

Hartburn  School  (Land  Spring)  . 

Hunter’s  Cottage,  West  Chevington  (Land  Spring)  . 

3,  Hedgehope  Terrace,  East  Chevington  (Amble  Supply) 

Collecting  Chamber.  Causey  Park  (Land  Spring)  . 

Hagg  Farm,  Causey  Park  (Land  Spring)  . 

North  Broomhill  (Amble  Supply)  . 

3,  Hedgehope  Terrace,  East  Chevington  (Amble  Supply) 

Storage  Tank,  Burgham  Farm  (Land  Spring)  . 

Cistern,  Middleton  East  Farm  (Land  Spring)  . 

Thornton  House  Cottages,  Meldon  (Land  Spring)  . 

Cambo  (Land  Spring  —  Council  Mains)  . 

Barn  Fiatt,  Wallington  (Land  Spring)  . 

Cottage,  Wallington  (Land  Spring)  . 

Middleton  Village  (Land  Spring)  . 

Collecting  Chamber,  Middleton  Village  (Spring)  . 

Middleton  Village  . 

Throphill,  Mitford  (Land  Spring)  . 

pe.  Longhorsley  (Spring  —  Village  Supply)  . 

Amble  Junction  . 

Lodge,  West  Chevington  (Spring)  . 

Cambo,  Blacksmith’s  Yard  (Spring  —  R.D.C.  Supply)  .. 

Wallington  Cottage  (Spring  —  R.D.C.  Supply)  . 

West  End.  Cambo  (Spring  —  R.D.C.  Supply)  . 

Storage  Tank,  Cambo  (Spring  —  R.D.C.  Supply)  . 

Collecting  Chamber,  Cambo  (Spring  —  R.D.C.  Supply) 
Dove  Cottage,  Wallington  (Spring  —  R.D.C.  Supply)  .. 


Coli  Aerogenes 
per  100  ml. 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

1 

Nil 

Nil 

35 

7 

3 

35 

Nil 

Nil 

8 

13 

Nil 

1 

11 

8 

3 

50 

160 

180x 

380x 

90 

180x 

I 

90 

50 

25 

jy 

Nil 
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DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE 


Longhirst. 

A  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government  inquiry  into  the  sewerage  scheme  for  Longhirst 
Village  was  held  in  May.  The  Inspector  was  not  completely  satisfied  as  to  the  necessity  for  the 
scheme  but,  following  a  visit  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Council  and  the  Surveyor  to  the  Ministry  in 
London,  approval  was  given  subject  to  certain  economies  and  reduction  in  cost.  The  revised  scheme 
was  prepared  but  final  approval  was  still  awaited  at  the  end  of  the  year. 


CRESSWELL  PUBLIC  CONVENIENCE 


The  building  of  this  Public  Convenience  was  completed  in  the  early  part  of  the  Summer  but 
the  outfall  sewer  extension  remains  to  be  done. 

The  following  works  were  undertaken  during  the  year  : 

New  Drains  :  East  Chevington,  Longhorsley,  Middleton,  and  Red  Row. 

New  Drains  and  Septic  Tank  :  Hepscott. 

ALTERATIONS  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 

Repairs  to  property  have  been  carried  out  at  Pegswood,  Lynemouth  and  Broomhill,  by  the 
National  Coal  Board.  The  Board  has  also  made  up  the  streets  in  Hedgehope  and  Simonside 
Terraces,  East  Chevington. 

EAST  CHEVINGTON 

Hartside  Terrace. 

Thirty-three  houses  have  had  concrete  yards  made  and  new  outbuildings  provided,  compris¬ 
ing  coalhouses  and  W.C.s. 

Simonside  Terrace. 

Eighty-seven  houses  have  been  similarly  improved. 

In  both  terraces  the  old  coalhouses  and  privy  middens  have  been  entirely  cleared  away  and 
the  sites  levelled. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION 

Good  Progress  has  again  been  made  with  the  work  of  privy  conversion  and  W.C.s.  have  been 
provided  as  follows  : 

East  Chevington  120  Longhorsley  1 

Hepscott  2  West  Thirston  1 

Red  Row  4  Middleton  3 

SCHOOLS 

There  are  18  schools  in  the  district  and  all  have  a  sufficient  water  supply.  At  the  end  of  the 
year  three  schools  were  still  without  the  water  carriage  system  but  it  is  anticipated  that  Mitford 
school  will,  in  the  near  future,  become  connected  to  the  sewer  and  this  will  leave  only  two  schools 
viz.  Hepscott  and  West  Thirston  with  pail  closets  or  privies. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  from  28  Parishes  is  carried  out  by  the  Public  Health  De¬ 
partment.  Five  motor  vehicles,  one  Bedford  and  four  Karriers,  10  cubic  yards  capacity,  and  one 
horse  with  a  specially  constructed  cart,  are  employed  in  this  work.  The  Bedford  is  used  only  occa¬ 
sionally. 

The  majority  of  the  bins  are  emptied  twice  a  week. 


The  following  are  the 

Parishes  which  are  included  in  the  above 

service  : 

1. 

Hepscott. 

10. 

East  Chevington. 

19. 

High  and  Low  Highlaws 

2 

Pegswood. 

11. 

West  Chevington. 

20. 

Benridge. 

3. 

Longhirst. 

12. 

Hadstone. 

21. 

Hebron. 

4. 

Old  Moor. 

13. 

East  and  West  Thirston. 

22. 

Cockle  Park. 

5. 

Ellington. 

14. 

Longhorsley. 

21 

Tritlington. 

6. 

Lynemouth. 

15. 

Tranwell. 

24. 

Earsdon. 

7. 

Cresswell. 

16. 

Mitford. 

25. 

Cambo. 

8. 

Ulgham. 

17. 

Spital  Hill. 

26. 

Wallington. 

9. 

Widdrington. 

18. 

Pigdon. 

The  number  of  houses  in  the  28  Parishes  scavenged  is  4,386  and  the  population  is  16,930. 

The  estimated  weight  of  refuse  collected  was  10,828  tons  and  the  estimated  cost  per  ton  for 
collection  and  disposal  is  16s.  6d. 

The  total  number  of  houses  in  the  area  of  Morpeth  Rural  District  is  4,955. 

The  mileage  travelled  by  the  motor  vehicles  was  36,  083. 


SHOPS 


No  action  has  been  found  necessary. 


MOVEABLE  DWELLINGS 

New  Licenses  granted  to  station  moveable  dwellings  .  8 

Renewal  Licenses  . . . . . . .  11 

SITE  LICENCES 

Number  of  Licences  granted . . . . .  2 

Renewal  Licences  . . . . . . .  4 


The  above  Licences  were  granted  by  the  Council  under  Section  269  of  the  Public  Health  Act, 
1936,  to  : 

New  Licences  :  Mr.  A.  F.  Wood,  Hagg  Farm,  Ellington. 

Mr.  A.  L.  Potts,  Tile  Sheds,  Widdrington. 

Renewal  Licences  :  National  Coal  Board  Ashington. 

Mr.  T.  Hart,  Ulgham  Fence. 

Mr.  R.  Grieves,  Warkworth  Lane,  Ellington. 

Mr.  F.  Rutherford,  5,  Crown  Street,  Morpeth. 

The  Council’s  Caravan  Site  at  Cresswell  continues  to  be  well  patronised. 


ERADICATION  OF  BED  BUGS 

Number  of  Private  Houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  .  1 

Number  of  Council  Houses  found  to  be  infested  during  the  year  .  — 

Number  of  Houses  disinfected  during  the  year  . . . .  7 


PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  ACT,  1949. 

The  scavenging  tips,  disposal  works,  sewers  and  many  inhabited  areas  have,  during  the  year, 
received  attention  from  the  Council’s  Rodent  Operator. 

Situation  of  Tips  : 

Broomhill  1,  East  Chevington  1,  Widdrington  1,  Longhirst  1,  Pegswood  1,  Longhorsley  1, 
Lynemouth  1,  and  Hepscott  1. 


FACTORIES  ACTS,  1937  and  1948. 


There  are  in  the  district  33  factories  and  workshops,  and  all  have  mechanical  power.  The  foll¬ 
owing  table  gives  the  number  of  inspections  made  during  the  year.  In  only  one  instance  was  a 
defect  discovered  and  this  was  remedied. 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  area. 


1.  INSPECTIONS 


Premises 

Number  on 
Register 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2.  3,  4  and  6  are  to  be 
enforced  by  Local  Author¬ 
ities  . 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in  (i) 
in  which  Section  7  is  enfor¬ 
ced  by  the  Local  Authority 

33 

(iii)  Other  premises  in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  enforced  by  the 
Local  Authority  (excluding 
outworkers’  premises)  . 

Total  . 

33 

Number  of 


Written 

Occupiers 

Inspections 

Noticei 

Prosecuted 

65 

— 

— 

65 

— 

— 

2.  CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


No.  of  cases  in  which  defects  were  found 

No.  of  cases 

Particulars 

Found 

Remedied 

Ref 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

erred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

in  which 
prosecutions 
were 
instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Overcrowding  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  temperature  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Inadequate  ventilation  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective  drainage  of  floors  . 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

’ 

(a)  Insufficient  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(b)  Unsuitable  or  defective  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(c)  Not  separate  for  sexes . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Other  offences  against  the  Act  ... 

- — - 

j.  --  _ 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

1 

— 

— 

— 

SECTION  D 


HOUSING 

TABULAR  STATEMENT  OF  HOUSING  FOR  THE  YEAR  1954 
Number  of  New  Houses  erected  during  the  year  : 


Houses  completed  during  the  year 

With  State 
Assistance 

Unaided 

Total 

(a) 

By 

Local  Authority  . 

70 

70 

(b) 

By 

Private  Persons  . 

— 

13 

13 

RURAL  HOUSING  SURVEY 

This  survey  was  completed  during  the  year  and  the  final  classifications  are  shown  in  the  follow¬ 


ing  table  : 

Category  Classification  Number 

1  Satisfactory  in  all  respects  . 2,295 

2  Minor  defects  . 688 

3  Requiring  repair,  structural  alteration  or  improvement . 1,877 

4  Appropriate  for  reconditioning  and  included  under  Category  3  1,070 

5  Unfit  for  habitation  and  beyond  repair  at  reasonable  expense  . .  95 


1.  CLOSING  AND  DEMOLITION  OF  HOUSES 

A.  Formal  Action. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  demolished  during  1954  as  a  result  of  Clearance  Schemes  or 


other  formal  action  .  32 

(Number  of  houses  included  in  above  which  were  from  pre-war  confirmed  Clear¬ 
ance  Areas  . . .  28) 

(2)  Number  of  houses  closed  but  not  demolished  as  a  result  of  formal  action  .  6 


B.  Informal  Action. 

(1)  Number  of  houses  permanently  discontinued  as  dwellings  as  a  result  of  informal 

action  and  not  included  above  . . . . . .  5 

2.  RECONDITIONING  AND  REPAIR 

Number  of  houses  made  fit  during  1954  by  procedure  under  either  Housing  or  Public  Health 
Acts  : 

(a)  As  a  result  of  informal  action  . .  121 

(b)  By  owners  as  a  result  of  statutory  notice  . .  — 

(c)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  . . .  — - 

3.  IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS  :  HOUSING  ACT,  1949 

No.  of  separate 

houses 


(a)  Applications  submitted  to  Local  Authority  during  year  .  26 

(b)  Applications  rejected  by  Local  Authority  .  — 

(c)  Applications  forwarded  to  Ministry  .  6 

(d)  Applications  rejected  by  Ministry  . — 

(e)  Applications  approved  . 32 

(f)  Total  number  of  applications  approved  since  inception  of  scheme  .  74 


Number  of  houses  not  included  in  the  above  table  approved  for  grant  under  Hill 
Farming  Act  . 


SECTION  E 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


MILK 


No.  of  registered  dairies  .  4 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  bacteriological  reports  on  samples  of  milk  taken  during 
the  year  : 


Total  No.  of  samples  taken  .  15 

MILK,  1954 

Total  number  of  samples  taken  .  15 

Producers  Inside  the  Rural  District  (taken  by  Inside  Officials)  ...  12 

Producers  Outside  the  Rural  District  (taken  by  Inside  Officials)  ...  3 

Producers  Inside  the  Rural  District  (taken  by  Outside  Officials)  ... 


1.  Farms  Inside  Rural  District. 

Tuberculin  Tested  . .  6  samples 

5  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

1  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

5  samples  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis — all  negative. 

Farms  Inside  Rural  District. 

Undesignated  . 6  samples 

4  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

2  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

6  samples  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis — all  negative. 

2.  Farms  Outside  Rural  District. 

Pasteurised  . 2  samples 

2  satisfied  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

2  samples  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis — both  negative. 

Farms  Outside  Rural  District. 

Undesignated  . 1  sample 

1  failed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test. 

1  sample  examined  for  B.  Tuberculosis — negative. 

MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS 

At  the  end  of  June,  1954,  the  arrangements  for  centralised  slaughtering  of  animals,  under  the 
control  of  the  Ministry  of  Food,  came  to  an  end,  and  slaughtering  by  private  butchers  was  resumed 
after  an  interval  of  15  years. 

Three  private  slaughterhouses  were  licensed  in  the  district  but  one  of  these  has  not,  so  far,  been 
put  into  use. 


Meat  Condemned  at  Morpeth  Abattoir  (January  to  June) 


lbs.  lbs 

Beef  . .  183 

Beef  .  1.235 

-  1,418 

Mutton  . 57 

Mutton  .  480 

-  537 

74 
227 

-  301 

Offal  .  2,354 


Pigs  . r .  Pork 

Casualty  Pigs  . . .  Pork 


Sheep  . 

Casualty  Sheep 


From  Mart  Cattle 
„  Casualty  Cattle 


Meat  Condemned  at  Slaughterhouses  within  the  Rural  District  (July  to  December). 

54  lbs. 
19  lbs. 
374  lbs. 


From  Cattle 
„  Pigs 
Offal 


Beef 

Pork 


The  number  of  food  premises  registered  under  Section  14  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  is  36. 


The  number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises,  during  the  year,  was  600,  and  little  if 
any  complaint  could  be  found  with  the  condition  of  these  premises. 


The  following  foods  were  surrendered  to  the  Council’s  Meat  and  Sanitary  Inspectors  : 
Number  of  Dairies  registered  . . . .  4 


Luncheon  Meat 

Ham  . 

Ham  . 

Ham  . 

Corned  Beef 
Corned  Beef 
Tomatoes 
Tomatoes 
Tomatoes 
Baked  Beans 
Sausage  _ 


2  tins —  |  lbs.  each  Evaporated  Milk  .  7  tins —  2  pints  each 

16  tins — 12  lbs.  each  Pineapple  .  3  tins —  14  lbs.  each 

1  tin  —  8  lbs.  Pears  .  2  tins — 154  ozs.  each 

9  tins — 154  lbs.  each  Peaches  .  1  tin  —  8  ozs. 

2  tins —  6  lbs.  each  Peaches  .  3  tins—  1  lb.  each 

1  tin  —  |  lbs.  Bilberries  .  2  tins — -15  ozs.  each 

1  tin  —  2  lbs.  3  ozs.  Plums  .  1  tin  — 19  ozs. 

6  tins— 14  ozs.  each  Dried  Milk  Powder  .  — 21  lbs. 

1  tin  —  8  ozs.  Bacon  .  1  ton  1 1  lbs.  9  ozs. 

4  tins — 15  ozs.  each  Peas  .  2  tins — 154  ozs.  each 

1  tin  - — 10  ozs. 


SECTION  F 


PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER,  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

Hospital  accommodation  for  cases  of  infectious  disease  is  now  provided  by  the  Regional  Hos¬ 
pital  Board  at  Walkergate  Hospital,  Newcastle. 

TABLE  SHOWING  ANALYSIS  OF  NOTIFIED  CASES  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

UNDER  AGE  GROUPS. 


Disease 

j  Age  unknown  | 

!  Under  1  year  1 
1 

1 

1 — 2  years 

C/l 

u 

Cj 

CD 

kO 

Tt- 

1 

co 

5 — 9  years  j 

j  10 — 14  years  1 

C/1 

J- 

cti 

CD 

£>-> 

rf- 

<NJ 

to 

C/1 

u 

CD 

k*  > 

CO 

1 

in 

C/1 

U 

c3 

CD 

1 

in 

co 

j  45—  54  years  j 

j  55 — 64  years  j 

j  65 — 74  years 

75  years  &  overj 

Total 

Admitted  to 

Hospital 

Deaths 

Measles  .... 

— 

6 

35 

69 

80 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

191 

_ 

_ 

Whooping  Cough 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  .... 

— 

— 

— 

i 

? 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

-  ! 

Pneumonia 

— 

— 

— 

_____ 

— 

1 

1 

o 

1 

— 

2 

— 

— 

7 

— 

— 

Dvsentery 

— 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

—  : 

Food  Poisoning 

1 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

_ 

4 

2 

3 

— 

14 

3 

— 

Erysipelas 

' 

' 

i 

"  “ 

- 1  * 

1 

' 1 

— 

2 

' 

'  i 

NOTIFIABLE  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 
MEASLES 

An  epidemic  of  this  disease  began  in  the  Lynemouth  area  in  May  with  33  cases  and  reached 
its  peak  in  June,  when  53  cases  were  notified.  Later  in  the  year,  the  South  Broomhill  and  East 
Chevington  areas  were  affected,  12  cases  being  notified  in  September  and  31  in  October. 

In  all,  191  cases  were  notified  in  the  Rural  District  but  no  deaths  occurred. 

FOOD  POISONING 

There  were  two  outbreaks  of  food  poisoning.  The  first  one,  which  was  due  to  a  Salmonella 
Typhi-murium  infection,  involved  only  four  persons  in  a  single  household  and  the  infection  was 
acquired  from  a  source  outside  the  Morpeth  Rural  District. 

The  second  outbreak  occurred  at  the  very  end  of  the  year  and  was  due  to  Staphylococcal  infec¬ 
tion  of  pressed  pork. 

This  outbreak  provided  a  “textbook”  example  of  this  type  of  food  poisoning.  The  incriminated 
article  of  food  had  been  prepared  by  boiling  pigs  heads  for  4  -  5  hours,  removing  the  meat  from 
the  bones  and  putting  it  into  two  metal  presses.  These  were  screwed  down  and  left  standing  over¬ 
night  in  the  warm  pothouse. 

The  following  morning  the  pork  was  taken  out,  sliced  by  hand  and  served  to  customers. 

The  average  interval  between  consumption  of  the  pork  and  the  onset  of  the  symptoms  was 
about  3  hours  and  everyone  who  was  taken  ill  had  eaten  some  of  the  pork. 

About  3  lbs.  of  the  meat  remained  unsold  and  this  together  with  swabs  from  the  hands  and 
nose  of  the  man  who  prepared  the  meat,  specimens  of  stools  from  some  of  the  patients  and  some 
remnants  of  meat  from  one  of  the  affected  households,  was  sent  for  bacteriological  examination. 
From  all  these  specimens  a  coagulase-positive  Staphylococcus  of  a  single  type  was  isolated. 


There  could  be  no  reasonable  doubt  that  the  butcher  had  infected  the  pork  and  that  the 
method  of  preparation,  and  particularly  the  fact  that  the  pork  had  been  left  to  cool  in  a  very  warm 
atmosphere,  had  encouraged  the  growth  of  the  organisms  and  the  consequent  production  of  toxin. 

In  all,  10  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  by  31st  December  and  two  more  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  of  January  but  many  more  people,  who  did  not  seek  medical  attention,  were  undoubtedly 
affected. 

DIPHTHERIA 

For  the  fifth  consecutive  year,  no  case  of  Diphtheria  occurred  in  the  District.  No  death  from 
this  disease  has  occurred  since  1946. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 

During  the  year,  a  primary  course  of  treatment  was  completed  by  275  pre-school  and  5  school 
children  while  155  pre-school  and  112  school  children  received  re-inforcing  injections. 

It  is  estimated  that,  at  31st  December,  1954,  the  immunity  index  in  the  different  age  groups  was 


as  follows  : 

Children  under  1  year  .  21-48% 

Children  aged  1—4  years  .  81-72% 

Children  aged  5 — 14  years  .  37-84% 

All  children  under  15  years  .  49-36% 


The  immunity  index  for  children  in  the  school  age  group  has  dropped  very  greatly  since  the 
previous  year,  owing  to  the  fact  that  it,  again  proved  impossible  to  carry  out  any  immunisations 
in  the  schools.  It  is  hoped  that  all  schools  in  the  district  will  be  visited  in  1955  and  this  will  mater¬ 
ially  improve  the  percentage  of  school  children  who  have  been  treated  within  five  years. 

The  indexes  for  the  pre-school  age  groups  are  very  satisfactory. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1954. 


NEW  CASES  DEATHS 

Age  Groups  Resp.  Non-Resp.  Resp.  Non-Resp. 


i 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total 

M 

F 

M 

F 

Total  i 

i 

Under  1  year  .... 

J 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

j 

-  | 

1  -  4  years  .... 

I 

1 

— 

2 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_  ! 

5-14  years  .... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

' ) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  I 

15  -  24  years  .... 

9 

2 

4 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  | 

25  -  34  years  .... 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

— 

— 

-  1 

35  -  44  years  .... 

— 

•  1 

1 

2 

— 

_  » 

! 

45  -  54  years 

j 

2 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

— 

i  ! 

55  -  64  years  .... 

j 

....  j 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

! 

65  -  74  years 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  j 

75  years  and  over 

— 

— 

— 

— 

—  j 

Age  Unknown  .... 

' 

:  ~ 

_ 

-  ~ 

— 

— 

_ 

— 

_____  j 

j 

Totals 

7 

5 

2 

4 

18 

1 

— 

— 

i 

i  • 

There  were  notified,  during  the  year,  12  cases  of  Respiratory  and  6  cases  of  Non-respiratory 
Tuberculosis,  an  increase  of  4,  compared  with  1953. 

There  was  again  one  death  from  the  respiratory  and  none  from  the  non-respiratory  type  of  the 
disease.  The  fatal  case  occurred  in  a  man  aged  50. 

Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  Morpeth  R.  D. — 0-055  per  1,000. 

Death  Rate  from  Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales — 0-16  per  1.000. 

Death  Rate  from  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  Morpeth  R.  D. — Nil. 

Death  Rate  from  Non-Respiratory  Tuberculosis  in  England  and  Wales — 0-019  per  1,000. 


MORTALITY  FOR  MALIGNANT  NEOPLASMS  DURING  1954 


MALES 

FEMALE 

:s 

“1 

! 

j  35-44 

j  45-54 

55-64 

j  65  -  74 

+ 

Total 

j  35-44 

45-54 

j  55-64 

i 

IT) 

O 

75  + 

j  Total 

Brain  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bronchus . 

— 

3 

1 

— 

— 

4 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Breast  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Stomach  . 

— 

— 

2 

'2 

— 

4 

1 

1 

— 

1 

2 

5 

Pancreas . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

Colon  . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Kidney  . 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Suprarenals  . 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Bladder  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

i 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Uterus  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

Cervix  . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

2 

Ovary  . 

1 

1 

Unknown . 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Prostate  . 

— 

— 

— 

1 

2 

3 

Palate  . 

~~ 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  . 

— 

7 

5 

5 

4 

21 

1 

5 

9 

t-4 

3 

4 

15 

Malignant  Neoplasms  of  the  Lung  and  Bronchus. 


Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  . 


0-277  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
0-369  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Other  Sites. 

Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District 
Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  . 


1-722  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
1-667  per  1,000  of  the  population. 


Malignant  Neoplasms  of  All  Sites. 

Total  Death  Rate  in  Morpeth  Rural  District  2-00  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
Total  Death  Rate  in  England  and  Wales  ...  2-036  per  1,000  of  the  population. 
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